l^^_M  2)0 


JCibrar^, 


IN  THE  CUSTODY  Or  THE 

BOSTON     PUBLIC   LIBRARY, 


r  SHELF    N 


PROPOSAL 

OF 

JOSEPH  T.  BUCKINGHAM, 

BOSTON, 

FOR  PUBLISHING,  BY  SUBSCRIPTION, 


THE 


WORKS 


OF 


NATHANIEL  LARDNER,  D.D 

IN  ELEVEN  VOLUMES,  OCTAVO. 

CONTAINING 

CREDIBILITY  OF  THE  GOSPEL    HISTORY ; 

ANCIENT  JEWISH  AND  HEATHEN  TESTIMONIES  5 

HISTORY  OF  HERETICS  j  AND 

SERMONS  AND  TRACTS  : 

'.,-...     ..        '  >"    -WITH'  '■    '    •  '    '     ' 

General  Chronological  Tables  ond  copious  Indexes .' 

AND  THE 


LIFE  OF  THE  AUTHOR, 

1 


BY  ANDREW  KIPPIS,  D.  D.  F.  R.  S-  „  A 'i*   \ 


PROSPECTUS, 


Dr.  LARDNER  was  one  of  the  few  writers,  who  have  been  happy 
enough  to  engage  the  entire  confidence  of  those  most  removed  fi'om 
them  in  religious  sentiment.  We  cannot  furnish  a  more  satisfactory 
proof  of  the  reputation,  in  which  his*character  and  works  were  held, 
than  by  selecting  a  few  of  the  many  testimonies  which  were  givtn  of 
them  about  the  time  of  their  publication,  by  some  of  the  first  charac- 
ters in  England  of  various  denominations  and  ophiions. 

Lord  Barrington,  in  a  letter  addressed  to  him,  says,  "  I  have  had 
so  much  satisfaction  and  instruction  from  your  great  learning  and 
judgement,  and  from  your  patience,  candour,  and  openness,  that  when- 
ever I  have  difficullies  to  put  in  the  future  course  of  my  inquiries,  I 
shall  take  the  liberty  to  trouble  you." 

Dr.  Law,  the  bishop  of  Carlisle,  prefaces  a  quotation  from  Dr. 
Lardner  in  the  following  terms  :  "  I  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  testi- 
mony of  a  candid  and  judicious  writer,  who  appears  to  entertain  right 
notions  of  the  value  of  the  Christian  institution,  and  has  furnished  us 
with  the  most  valuable  collection  of  ancient  evidences  of  its  truth." 

Mr.  LiNDSEY,  (whom  we  do  not  mention  however  as  of  different  sen- 
timents,) inquires,  "  Is  there  a  literary  character,  that  stands  higher 
upon  the  lists  of  fame,  £;s  a.  tyuilt,:a  <Ohristian,  ar4d  a  divine,  than  Dr. 
Lardner  ?  Archbishop  'Sfedljti*  xultivAted  and  courted  his  friend- 
ship through  life.  His  Vindication,  of.  our  Lord's  Miracles,  against 
Mr.  Woolston*s  attacks,  isaihofig  the  fir^tpn  that  occasion.  But  his 
Credibility  of  the  Guspel,;  and  bi§  Jewish  and  Heathen  Testimonies  to 
its  truth,  have  established  n.an  .s^'iroad  4  foundadon  as  nothing  can 
6hake.  His  love  of  truth  and  impartiality  are  without  example ;  in 
fairly  representing  every  argument  and  objection,  without  the  least 
discernible  bias.  His  piety  and  humility  are  conspicuous  in  all  his 
writings,  and  particularly  in  his  sermons  ;"  &c. 

The  Monthly  Reviewers,  (vol,  32,  p.  1.)  say,  "  Of  the  many  able 
writers,  that  have  appeared  in  the  present  age,  as  advocates  for  the 
truth  of  the  Christian  religion,   there  are  none,  in  our  opinion,  to  bt 


preferred  to  Dr.  Lardner ;  few  indeed  can  be  compared  with  him. 
To  the  learning  of  the  scholar,  he  added  the  veracity  of  the  historian. 
He  seems  to  have  nothing  in  view  but  the  discovery  of  truth  ;  scorns 
the  mean  and  contemptible  arts  of  misrepresentation,  or  concealing 
difficulties,  and  gives  his  reader  a  clear  and  full  view  of  the  subject." 

The  English  Review  (for  Dec.  1785)  says,  "  No  writer  from  the 
very, existence  of  Chrisiianity  ever  conferred  so  essential  service  upon 
true  religion,  or  contributed  more  to  clear  up  its  evidence.  His  in- 
dustry in  the  pursuit,  and  perseverance  in  the  investigation  of  truth, 
are  without  example.  But  the  quality  by  which  he  was  chiefly  dis- 
tinguished, was  the  candour  and  ingenuity  of  his  mind.  He  examined 
every  thing  without  prejudice.  There  is  no  country  where  the  Chris- 
tian religion  is  professed,  where  his  name  is  not  held  in  the  greatest 
esteem.  Every  church  would  have  been  proud  to  boast  of  him  as 
their  member  ;  and  his  voluminous  productions  have  been  translated 
into  almost  all  the  languages  of  Europe." 

The  following  is  part  of  a  letter  written  by  Dr.  Doddridge  to  Dr. 
Lardner,  to  thank  him  for  the  present  of  one  of  his  works. 

Korthamjiton^  May  23,  1750. 
«  Be  assured,  my  dear  friend,  that  though  I  am  not  able  to  express 
it  as  I  would,  I  do  actually  feel  a  deep  sense  of  your  goodness  to  me  ; 
and  what  is  much  more,  of  your  continual  readiness  to  serve  the  pub- 
lic with  those  distinguished  abilities  which  God  has  given  you  ;  and 
which  have  rendered  your  writings  so  great  a  blessing  to  the  Chris- 
tian world.  And  I  heartily  pray  they  may  be  yet  more  abundantly  so 
for  promoting  the  cause  of  virtue  and  piety,  Christian  principles,  and 
a  Christian  temper.  In  the  interpretation  of  particular  texts,  and  the 
manner  of  stating  particular  doctrines,  good  men  and  good  friends 
may  have  different  apprehensions.  But  you  always  propose  your  sen- 
timents with  such  good  humour,  modesty,  candour,  and  frankness,  as 
is  very  amiable  and  exemplary.  And  the  grand  desire  of  preaching 
righteousness,  benevolence,  prudence,  the  fear  of  God,  and  an  heaven- 
ly temper,  so  plainly  appears,  that  were  I  a  much  stricter  Calvinist 
than  I  am,  I  should  honour  and  love  the  author,  though  I  did  not  per- 
sonally know  him." 

The  following  recommendatory  letters  and  testimonials  in  favour  of 
Dr.  Lardner  have  been  addressed  to  the  publisher  since  the  intend? 
ed  publication  was  first  announced. 


From  the  Boston  Association  of  Congregational  Ministers. 

Boston^  May  9,   1814. 
Sir, 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  we  have  been  informed  of  your  propo- 
sals for  republishing,  in  this  town,  the  works  of  Dr.  Lardner.  To 
those  who  are  already  acquainted  with  them,  the  name  of  this  celebrat- 
ed divine  will  be  a  sufficient  recommendation.  It  is  deservedly  high 
in  the  literary  and  theological  world.  His  labours  were  chiefly  de- 
voted to  the  illustration  of  the  evidences  of  Christianity  ;  and  to  this 
cause  he  has  thus  rendered  the  most  essential  services.  His  "  Credi- 
bility of  the  Gospel  History"  has  long  been  valued  as  a  full,  impartial 
account  of  the  testimony  of  the  fathers  ;  and  with  that  of  the  "  Jewish 
and  Heathen  Writers*'  is  a  monument  of  diligence,  learning,  accura- 
cy, judgement,  and  candour.  His  <'  Sermons  and  Tracts"  are  enrich- 
ed with  the  reflections  of  a  pious  and  discerning  mind,  upon  some  of 
the  most  interesting  topics  of  religion ;  and  whatever  diff*erences  of 
opinion  may  exist  with  respect  to  some  of  his  theological  views,  no 
one,  we  think,  who  has  learnt  to  distinguish  the  Christian  temper,  will 
fail  to  admire  the  unbiased  love  of  truth,  the  undeviating  integrity,  the 
fairness  and  simplicity,  which  mark  all  his  productions. 

At  this  period,  when  attempts  are  making  to  shake  the  foundations 
of  our  Christian  faith,  we  regard  the  republication  of  these  works  as 
peculiarly  desirable.  They  are  not  now  to  be  procured  without  great 
difficulty  and  expense.  Your  undertaking  will  need,  and  we  hope  it 
will  meet,  the  support  of  the  liberal  and  enlightened.  We  cordially 
recommend  it  to  their  patronage,  for  we  know  of  few  works  which 
would  confer  more  honour  on  the  American  press,  or  promise  more 
lasting  utility. 

By  order  of  the  Boston  Association  of 
Congregational  Ministers. 

JOHN  LATHROP,  Moderator. 
CHARLES  LOWELL,  Scribe. 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  Jedidiah  Morse,  D.  D.  A.  A.  S. 

C/iariestown,  May  II,    1814. 
Dear  sir, 

You  request  my  opinion  on  the  expediency  of  publishing  an  edition 
of -Dr.  Lardner^ s  \Vorks.  1  give  it  readily  and  with  frankness  in  favour 
of  such  a  project.  The  greater  part  of  the  writings  of  this  learned, 
amiable,  and  very  distinguished  divine,  those  on  which  he  bestowed 


the  greater  part  of  his  lime  aud  labour,  are  on  subjects  of  common  in- 
terest to  the  Christian  world,  about  which  the  re  is  no  controversy. 
His  "  Credibility  of  the  Gospel  Hisiory,*'  and  his  "  Collection  r>f  An- 
cient Jewish  and  Heathen  Testimonies  to  the  Truth  of  the  Christian 
Religion,"  particularly,  are  unequalled  and  invaluable  productions  in 
their  kind.  An  edition  of  this  portion  of  the  works  of  this  great  man 
would  receive  high  and  universal  approbation,  and,  I  doubt  not,  very 
liberal  patronage,  from  the  Christian  public. 

Some  of  the  minor  works  of  Dr.  Lardner  on  important  contro- 
verted doctrines  of  Christianity,  on  which  he  has  taken  the  Socinian 
ground,  though  ably  written,  and  with  a  candour  ana  fairness  of  mind 
highly  exemplary,  are  yet  less  valuable  ;  and  appear  to  have  been  so 
considered  by  the  doctor  himself ;  for,  though  he  lived  to  the  great 
age  of  eighty-four  years,  he  published  none  of  those  to  which  I  allude, 
except  his  Letter  on  the  Logos,  and  this  even  without  his  name.  All 
the  others  of  the  kind,  now  under  consideration,  have  been  published 
since  his  death,  and  some  of  them  were  left  by  the  author  in  an  unfin- 
ished state.  This  portion  of  his  works  makes  about  one  volume  out  of 
eleven,  and  their  entire  omission  would  not  affect  the  other  volumes. 
But  as  many  of  your  patrons  would  wish  this  posthumous  volume, 
and  others  probably  would  not,  I  should  advise,  that,  for  your  own 
sake,  and  to  accommodate  patrons  of  each  class,  you  frame  your  pro- 
posals in  such  a  manner,  as  to  leave  it  optional  to  subscribe  either  for 
ten  or  twelve  volumes,  ciislinguished  in  the  manner  above  intimated. 
In  this  way  you  will  suit  all,  and  ofiend  none. 

Sincerely  wishing  you  great  success,  in  this  very  expensive  and 
useful  undertaking, 

1  am,  sir,  with  esteem,  your  obedient  friend, 

J.  MORSE. 

[The  Tracts  and  Sermons,  to  which  Dr.  M,  alludts,  being  placed  in  different  volumes  by  the  English 
editor,  their  omission  or  transposition  would  require  important  alterations  in  the  Indexes— a  circum- 
stence,  which,  it  is  presumed,  will  be  a  sufficient  apology  for  not  complying  with  his  advice.] 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  Josefh  M'Kean,  Boylstcn  Professor  of  Rheto- 
ric and  Oratory  at  Harvard  College. 

Harvard  CoWgt,  May  II,    li^U. 

Dear  sir. 

If  any  opinion  ot  a.ino  \\.-^\  encourage  you,  in  the  projected  repub- 
lication of  the  entire  works  of  Lardn^r^  a  sense  of  duty  compels  me 
not  to  withhold  it.  Much  might  easily  be  said  of  the  profound  learn- 
ing, indefatigable  industry,  and  unimpeached  fidelity,  which  his  prin- 
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cipal  productions  display.  Fairness  in  argumentation,  and  kindness 
of  spirit,  it  is  generally  allowed,  appear  the  predominant  traits  in  his 
controversial  tracts ;  while  his  sermons  are,  for  the  most  part,  practical 
and  evangelical.  I  did  not,  however,  intend  to  say  much  of  my  own 
views;  but  to  give  those  of  my  most  valued  friend  and  counsellor,  whom 
I  siiall  never  cease  to  mourn.  You  know  I  refer  to  the  late  Dr.  John 
Eliot ;  than  whom,  no  one,  in  our  country,  has  approached  nearer  to 
Dr.  Lardner  in  preeminent  theological  science.  Their  doctrinal  views 
were  very  different ;  but  in  sound  erudition,  in  attachment  to  what  they 
believed  to  be  truth,  and  in  personal  worth,  they  were  nearly  akin. 
Among  other  strong  expressions,  he  says*  of  the  author  of  this  "  im- 
mense work  of  usefulness,"  "  By  the  friends  of  Christianity  he  was 
called  the  disciple,  whom  Jesus  loved.  By  the  enemies  of  the  gos- 
pel, evea  by  Gibbon  himself,  he  is  allowed  to  be  remarkable  for  his 
impartiality  and  accuracy  in  stating  facts  ;  and  equally  so  for  his  piety, 
learning,  and  candour." 

Fully  believing  that  the  cause  of  biblical  learning  ^mong  us  will 
be  greatly  promoted  by  the  disseminating  of  "  The  Credibility  of  the 
Gospel  History,"  8cc.  and  the  "  Jewish  and  Heathen  Testimonies;" 
and  viewing  too  his  other  works  as  important  in  matter  and  decorous 
in  manner,  however  erroneous  in  speculation  ;  as  a  friend  to  free  in- 
quiry, I  cordially  wish  you  success  in  this  arduous  enterprize. 

Yours,  he. 

JOSEPH  MCKEAN. 

•  Referring  to  the  "  Credibility,"  &c.  Senn.  at  Ordinjition,  Milton,  1797,  p.  24,  note. 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  John  T.  Kirkland,  S.  T.  D.  LL.  D.  President, 
and  the  Rev.  Henry  Ware,  S.  T.  D.  HoUis.  Professor  of  Divinity, 
of  Harvard  College. 

Cambridge^  May    14,    1814. 
Sir, 

The  proposals  for  an  American  edition  of  Dr.  Lardner's  Works 
must  be  regarded  witit  high  satisfaction  by  all  the  friends  of  sacred 
literature  and  Christian  truth. 

Eight  of  the  eleven  volumes  are  employed  in  showing  the  credibility 
of  the  gospel  history  and  the  genuineness  of  the  books  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment from  testimonies  and  facts  in  ancient  authors,  Heathen,  Jewish, 
and  Cinisiian,  contaiuing  a  treasure  of  curious  and  valuable  informa- 
tion, respecting  the  progress  of  the  religion  in  successive  periods,  and 
the  formation  and  transmission  of  the  Christian  scriptures.  By  pro- 
ducing the  words  of  the  Avriters,  with  illustrative  and  connecting  re- 


marks,  Dr.  Lardner  effects  his  design  of  enablins^  persons  "  of  ordina- 
ry capaciiics,  who  have  not  an  opportunity  of  reading  many  authors, 
to  judge  for  themselves  concerning  the  external  evidence  of  the  facts 
related  in  the  New  Testament."  For  these  purposes,  his  work  sup- 
plies the  place  of  hundreds  of  volumes  in  ecclesiastical  antiquities  ,and 
history,  whilst  it  serves  as  a  guide  in  the  use  of  extensive  collections 
of  books.  Dr.  Lardner's  remarkable  soundness  of  judgement,  probity 
and  candour,  love  of  truth,  and  exemption  from  prejudice,  have  been 
universally  acknowledged.  His  accurate  references  put  it  in  the  pow- 
er of  the  reader  always  to  examine  citations  in  the  originals.  To  stu- 
dents in  divinity  and  divines,  to  all  persons  who  would  know  the 
grounds  of  judt^ing  upon  the  authority  and  value  of  the  Christian  rec- 
ords, these  volumes  afford  most  important  assistance. 

The  practical  sermons  of  Dr.  Lardner  are  excellent.  The  views  of 
doctrhieancl  critical  explications  of  different  theological  subjects  in  the 
other  discourses  and  in  the  tracts,  will  be  valued  by  all  inquirers  after 
truth,  however  they  may  fail  in  particular  articles  to  adopt  the  opin- 
ions of  the  author.  J.  T.  KIRKLAND. 

HENRY  WARE. 


Letter  from  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D. 

Cambridge  J  May    17,    1814. 
Sir, 

Dr.  Lardner^s  great  work,  "The  Credibility  of  the  Gospel  History," 
is,  1  apprehend,  the  most  elaborate,  complete,  and  satisfactory,  that 
was  ever  published  on  the  subject,  since  the  establishment  of  Chris- 
tianity. Although  its  merits  have  been  well  known,  and  duly  estimat- 
ed, in  this  country,  the  work  itself  has  had  here  but  a  very  limited  cir- 
culation. While  it  has  been  translated  into  almost  all  the  languages 
of  Europe,  it  has  scarcely  been  seen  among  us,  except  in  our  public 
libraries.  Not  a  copy  of  it  can  now  be  purchased.  Its  republication, 
with  the  "  Collection  of  Jewish  and  Heathen  Testimonies  to  the  Truth 
of  the  Christian  Religion,"  another  highly  valuable  work  of  this  au- 
thor, would  unquestionably  be  a  very  seasonable  and  acceptable  ser- 
vice to  the  Christian  ministry,  and,  it  is  also  believed,  to  the  Christian 
community. 

A.  HOLMES. 
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CONDITIONS. 

The  edition  of  Dr.  Lardner's  Works,  to  which  the  pa- 
tronage  of  the  public  is  now  solicited,  will  be  copied  about 
page  for  page  from  the  only  complete .  English  edition, 
which  was  published  in  1788,  in  eleven  volumes  royal  oc- 
tavo, comprising,  in  the  w^hole,  more  thaji  6000  pages. 

The  price  to  subscribers  will  be  three  dollars  Mimt 

riiwBV"^Bii<>c  for  each  volume,  payable  on  its  delivery, 

in  boards.     The  w  ork  to  be  executed  on  fine  woven  paper  '  ;^ 

and  a  new  type. 

[The  English  edition  cannot  now  be  purchased  in  London  for  less 
than  ele-ven  guineas  ;  and  when  the  magnitude  of  the  volumes,  and 
the  immense  number  of  Greek  and  Latin  quotations  with  which  the 
work  abounds,  are  taken  into  consideration,  the  publisher  presumes 
that  the  price  he  has  fixed  to  his  proposed  edition  w^ill  not  be  thought 
exorbitant.] 

It  will  be  put  to  press  as  soon  as  five  hundred  subscrib- 
ers  are  obtained,  and  completed  as  nearly  as  practicable 
at  the  rate  of  a  volume  every  tw^o  months. 

Great  care  will  be  taken  to  have  the  work  correctly 
printed ;  and  as  a  pledge  to  the  public  for  its  accuracy,  the 
publisher  informs  them  that  it  will  be  executed  under  the 
joint  superintendance  of  the  Rev.  Abiel  Holmes,  D.  D. 
of  Cambridge,  and  the  Rev.  Samuel  C.  Thacher  of 
Boston. 

Boston,  May  23,    18U. 

Subscribers'  Names.  Residence. 


B,  W.  L.  Binden 
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